Teachers’ Notes

One of the enduring mysteries of Europe is the number of bodies dating from the Iron Age found in peat bogs in many countries – Ireland, UK, Netherlands, Germany and Denmark. Several theories exist as to why this should be so, but the truth is still unknown.

This problem provides pupils with a real historical puzzle to examine – are the deaths unconnected, linked by a common thread or was an Iron Age “Jack the Ripper” responsible? By comparing the bodies – injuries, locations, ages etc. – and looking for common features, pupils learn how historians and archaeologists engage in detective work to solve historical mysteries.

Pupils, working in groups, could focus on one particular body and present a report to the rest of the class. The class fill in individual charts as the findings of each group are revealed and try to reach a conclusion based on the evidence presented.

Web links:

http://www.homepages.nyu.edu/|mb1023/bog/index.html
www.jamesmdeem.com/bogpage.htm
www.utexas.edu/courses/wilson/ant303/projects/projects97/dentep/dentep.htm
www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk
Books:

“Bodies from the Bog” James M. Deem

“People of the Wetlands: Bogs, Bodies and Lake-Dwellers” Bryony and John Coles

“The Bog People” P.V. Glob

“Bog Bodies: New Discoveries and New Perspectives” R.C. Turner and R.G. Scaife [eds]

“Lindow Man: the body in the bog” I.M. Stead

